
AGENDA
BENBROOK CITY COUNCIL

THURSDAY, SEPTMEBER 1, 2016
PRE-COUNCIL WORKSESSIN 7:00 P.M.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE ROOM

1. Review and discuss agenda items for regular meeting

REGULAR MEETING 7:30 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

ALL AGENDA ITEMS ARE SUBJECT TO FINAL ACTION

CALL TO ORDER

INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Invocation To Be Given By Pastor Lonnie Huett Of Restoration Family Church

MINUTES

1. Approve Minutes Of The Regular Meeting Held August 18, 2016

CC MINUTES-08-18-16 (1).PDF

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER

A. GENERAL

G-2260 Authorize Interlocal Agreement With City Of Fort Worth For Household Hazardous 
Waste Program

G-2260 HHW PROGRAM 2016.PDF
G-2260 HHW AGREEMENT.PDF

G-2261 Adopt Ordinance Approving Sale Of 913 Timberline Drive

G-2261 SALE 913 TIMBERLINE DRIVE.PDF
G-2261 ORDINANCE APPROVING SALE.PDF

B. CONTRACT

C-300 Authorize Contract For Collection Of Outstanding Ambulance Billing Accounts

C-300 OUTSTANDING AMBULANCE ACCOUNTS COLLECTION.PDF
C-300 CONTRACT AMBULANCE ACCOUNTS.PDF

OTHER MATTERS OF BUSINESS

1. Conduct 2nd Public Hearing On 2016 Property Tax Rate

2. Conduct 2nd Public Hearing On 2016-2017 Proposed Budget

INFORMAL CITIZEN COMMENTS

– State Law Prohibits Any Deliberation Of Or Decisions Regarding Items Presented In 
Informal Citizen Comments. City Council May Only Make A Statement Of Specific Factual 
Information Given In Response To The Inquiry; Recite An Existing Policy; Or Request Staff 
Place The Item On An Agenda For A Subsequent Meeting. The Exception To Informal 
Comments Is That Once An Election Date Has Been Set By City Council Comments 
Relative To Elections Will Not Be Broadcast On The City ’s Cable Channel. However, A 
Copy Of The Tape Containing Citizens ’ Comments Will Be Available At City Hall For Review 
Or Purchase By Interested Citizens.

COUNCIL MEMBER AND STAFF COMMENTS

– Announcements From City Councilmembers And City Staff May Be Made For Items To 
Include: Expression Of Thanks; Congratulations; Condolence; Recognition Of Public 
Officials, Employees Or Citizens; Information Regarding Holiday Schedules; Reminders Of 
Community Events Or Announcements Involving An Imminent Threat To The Public Health 
And Safety Of The Municipality That Has Arisen After The Posing Of The Agenda. No 
Discussion Or Formal Action May Be Taken On These Items At This Meeting

ADJOURNMENT

I.

II.

III.

Documents:

IV.

Documents:

Documents:

Documents:

V.

VI.

VII.

VIII.
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MINUTES 
OF THE 

MEETING OF THE 
BENBROOK CITY COUNCIL 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Benbrook City Council was held on Thursday August 18, 2016 
at 7:30 p. m. in the Council Chambers at 911 Winscott Road with the following Council 
members present: 
      
     Jerry Dittrich 
     Renee Franklin 
     Larry Marshall 
     Jim Wilson 
     Mark Washburn 
     Ron Sauma 
              
Also Present:    Andy Wayman, City Manager 
     Dave Gattis, Deputy City Manager 
     Joanna King, City Secretary 
     Sherri Newhouse, Finance Director 
     Dawn Green, Police Administrative Manager 
      
Others Present:   Ed Gallagher, Planning Director 
     Maddie Schwartz, Accounting Supervisor 
     Johnna Matthews, Planning Assistant 
     Bill Smith 
     Denise Huneycutt, Benbrook News 
     Matthew Lutes 
     Pat Dunkin 
     Caroline Lausch 
     Darlene Kalil 
     Teresa Stitchnot 
     Loretta Belisle 
     Donna Morrison 
     Maryanne Martinez 
     and 5 other citizens 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Meeting called to order at 7:30 p. m. by Mayor Dittrich. 
 
II. INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 Invocation given by Councilmember Renee Franklin. 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
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III. MINUTES  
 

1. Approve Minutes of the Regular Meeting held August 4, 2016 
 
 Motion by Dr. Marshall, seconded by Mr. Wilson to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting held August 4, 2016. 
  
 Vote on the Motion: 
 
 Ayes: Ms. Franklin, Dr. Marshall, Mayor Dittrich, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Washburn 
 
 Abstain: Mr. Sauma 
 
 Noes:  None 
 
 Motion carries 5-1-0 
 
IV.  CITIZEN PRESENTATION 
 

1. Pat Dunkin – 4PAWS – Donation Recognition 

Matthew Lutes, a 6th grade student at Trinity Valley presented a check in the 
amount of $2,500.00 to 4PAWS.  Mr. Lutes stated he, along with his family, 
established the Starfish Foundation, a private foundation and he was making the 
donation to 4PAWS for making a difference in the community. 
 
Ms. Pat Dunkin accepted the check and expressed 4PAWS appreciation to Mr. 
Lutes for his generous donation. 

 
V. PRESENTATION BY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
 

PZ-2016-03 Adopt Ordinance amending Chapter 17.08 Definitions; Chapter 
17.20 Districts, District Boundaries and District Uses; Chapter 
17.54 – “D” Multiple-Family District; Chapter 17.74 – “MU” Mixed 
Use District; Chapter 17.75 – “FBC” Form Based Code District; 
Chapter 17.84 – Supplementary District Regulations; Chapter 
17.92 – Sign Regulations; Chapter 17.96 – Fence Regulations; 
and Chapter 17.98 – Landscape and Buffer Regulations of the 
Benbrook Municipal Code 

 
 Dave Gattis gave the following report:  The Planning and Zoning Commission and 

City staff regularly review the City’s development regulations for necessary 
updates.  The proposed amendments represent discussions over the past two 
years.  Those proposed amendments include: 

 
 Chapter 17.08 – Definitions 
 
 Adds definitions for the following: 

 Fence Repair 
 Fence Replacement (Substantial Improvement) 
 Unified Commercial Development 
 Unified Commercial Sign 
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 Chapter 17.20 Districts, District Boundaries and District uses 
 

 Delete listing of “FBC” Form-Based Code District from designated list of 
zoning districts. 

 Delete “FBC” District column from Table 17.20.070, Summary of Uses; and 
revise uses in “MU” Mixed Use District column. 

 
Chapter 17.54- “D” Multiple-Family District 
 
Section 17.54.032 A is amended to include additional design requirements, to have 
architectural design requirements for multi-family consistent with other residential 
zoning districts, including: 
 80% masonry 
 7:12 roof pitch 
 
Chapter 17.74 – “MU” Mixed Use District 
 

 Create a new “MU” Mixed Use District by combining regulations and 
features from both the existing “MU” District and “FBC” District. 

 
Chapter 17.74 – “MU” Mixed Use District 
 
 Revisions to the uses allowed in the District include: 
 
Chapter 17.74.20  Use Regulations 
 
Revision made to uses allowed in the District include: 
 
 17.74.020 Use Regulations 
 17.74.22 Permitted Uses 
 17.74.024 Conditional Uses 
 17.74.026 Special Exception Uses 

 
Chapter 17.74.30 District Design Standards 
 

A. Building Form and Development Standards 
B. Building Design Standards 

o Building Placement 
o Block Standards 
o Building Height 
o Parking Location 
o Façade Requirements and Façade Elements 

C. Streetscape Standards 
D. Civic Space and Open Space Standards 
E. Building and Screening Standards 
F. Neighborhood Transition Standards 
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Chapter 17.74.040 Development Site Plan 
 

 Must meet the intent of the “MU” District 
 Requires approval by the Planning and Zoning Commission after a public 

hearing 
 

Chapter 17.75 – “FBC” Form-Based Code District 
 
With the amendments to the “MU” District, the “FBC” District will be repealed. 
 
Chapter 17.84 – Supplementary District Regulations 
 
The architectural requirements for the “D” Multiple-Family District are revised to be 
consistent with other residential zoning districts and to correct a typographical error. 
 
Chapter 17.92 – Sign Regulations 
 

 Two tables in the chapter were not consistent regarding building signs for 
the “D’ District and have been revised. 

 Unified Commercial Signs to provide for limited off-premise signs in a 
coordinated manner has been added. 

  
Chapter 17.96 – Fence Regulations 
 
Provides clarification of fence permitting requirements and provides for enhanced 
construction standards and fence materials. 
 

 Permit required for fence over 30-inches in height 
 Metal posts in concrete 
 Clarification of use of barbed-wire fences 
 Inspections required. 

 
Chapter 17.98 – Landscape and Buffer Requirements 
 

 Clarification of zoning districts 
 Clarification on landscape thresholds 
 Reduced buffer yard plantings 
 Modified parking lot landscaping requirements 
 Other miscellaneous revisions 

 
The Planning and Zoning Commission considered the amendments at their July 
meeting and following a public hearing, unanimously recommended adoption. 
 

 Mayor Dittrich opened the public hearing at 7:49 p.m.  No one spoke to the item.  
 
 Mayor Dittrich closed the public hearing at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 Motion by Mr. Washburn, seconded by Dr. Marshall to adopt Ordinance No. 1398 

amending Chapter 17, Zoning Regulations of the Benbrook Municipal Code. 
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 Vote on the Motion: 
 
 Ayes: Ms. Franklin, Dr. Marshall, Mayor Dittrich, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Washburn, Mr. 

Sauma 
 
 Noes:  None 
 
 Motion carries unanimously. 
 

Ordinance No. 1398 being “AN ORDINANCE  AMENDING TITLE 17 - ZONING 
OF THE BENBROOK MUNICIPAL   CODE (1985), AS AMENDED, BY 
AMENDING CHAPTER 17.08 — DEFINITIONS;  CHAPTER 17.20 DISTRICTS, 
DISTRICT BOUNDARIES AND DISTRICT USES; CHAPTER 17.54 – “D” 
MULTIPLE-FAMILY DISTRICT; CHAPTER 17.74 – “MU” MIXED USE 
DISTRICT; CHAPTER 17.75 – “FBC” FORM BASED CODE DISTRICT; 
CHAPTER 17.84 –  SUPPLEMENTARY DISTRICT REGULATIONS; CHAPTER 
17.92 – SIGN REGULATIONS; CHAPTER 17.96 – FENCE REGULATIONS; 
CHAPTER 17.98 – LANDSCAPE AND BUFFER REQUIREMENTS – ZONING 
OF THE BENBROOK MUNICIPAL CODE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING 
A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY FOR 
VIOLATIONS HEREOF; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION IN PAMPHLET FORM; PROVIDING FOR ENGROSSMENT 
AND ENROLLMENT; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL 
NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
SECTION 11 

PENALTY CLAUSE 
 

Any  person,  firm  or  corporation  who  violates,  disobeys,  omits,  neglects  or  
refuses  to  comply with or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions 
of this Ordinance shall be fined not more  than  Two  Thousand  Dollars  
($2,000.00)  for  all  violations  involving  zoning,  fire  safety  or public health and 
sanitation,  including dumping of refuse, and shall be fined not more than  Five 
Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for all other violations of this Ordinance.  Each day 
that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense. 

SECTION 18 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
This  ordinance  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect from  and  after  its  passage  
and  publication  as required by law. 
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VI. REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER 
 

A. GENERAL 
 
 G-2258 Accept finance report for period ending July 31, 2016 
 

Sherri Newhouse gave the following report: General Fund revenues for the 
month of July were $658,806.  Property tax collections were $107,141.  Sales tax 
collected in June but received by the City and recognized as revenue in July was 
$177,732 for the month.  General Fund revenues collected through the end of 
July were $15,662,669 or 94.00 percent of the budget.   

 
General Fund expenditures for the month of July were $1,232,509.  Expenditures 
through the end of July were $13,215,356 or 75.55 percent of the adopted 
budget.   

 
For the 2015-16 fiscal year-to-date, total General Fund revenues of $15,662,669 
exceeded General Fund expenditures of $13,215,356 by $2,447,313.   

 
Debt Service revenues collected for the month of July totaled $4,235; all revenue 
was from property taxes.  Debt Service expenditures for July were $110,644 for 
interest payments on general obligation bonds and certificates of obligation due 
on August 1.   

 
Total revenues for 2015-16 in the amount of $408,360 were exceeded by total 
expenditures of $1,495,107 by $1,086,747.   

 
This deficit will be reduced significantly when debt service payments for TIF 
certificates of obligation and for Storm Water Fund general obligation bonds are 
re-allocated to the appropriate fund before the end of the 2015-16 fiscal year. 

 
EDC revenues as of July 31, 2016 were $735,237.  Sales tax revenue received 
by the EDC for the fiscal year was $709,365.  EDC expenditures for July were 
$7,350.  Revenues for the year in the amount of $735,237 exceeded total 
expenditures of $448,113 by $287,124. 

 
Total revenues received through July 31, 2016 for the Capital Projects Fund were 
$1,995,081.  Total expenditures for the Capital Projects Fund in July 2016 were 
$52,746; all July expenses were engineering services for drainage projects.  
Expenses for the Plantation West Project totaled $23,070.  Expenses for the 
Vista Way Project were $29,676.  For the 2015-16 fiscal year, total revenues of 
$1,995,081 exceeded total expenditures of $830,028 by $1,165,053. 

 
On July 31, 2016, the City had $23,716,135 invested at varying interest rates; the 
EDC had $6,126,960 available. 
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Motion by Dr. Marshall, seconded by Mr. Sauma to accept the finance report for 
the period ending July 31, 2016. 

 
Vote on the Motion: 

 
 Ayes: Ms. Franklin, Dr. Marshall, Mayor Dittrich, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Washburn, Mr. 

Sauma 
 
 Noes:  None 
 
 Motion carries unanimously. 
 

G-2259 Authorize Interlocal Agreement with Fort Worth Independent 
School District to provide three Police Officers to participate in 
Annual School Security Initiative 

 
 Dawn Green gave the following report: The Benbrook Police Department 

provides three full-time School Resource Officers (SRO) for FWISD campuses 
located in Benbrook.  The three officers serve as a liaison between the police 
department and Benbrook schools. All reports and incidents occurring on school 
property are handled primarily by the SRO’s. During holidays and summer break, 
the officers perform regular patrol duties. The Fort Worth Independent School 
District subsidizes fifty percent (50%) of the salary, benefits, overtime, and 
training for all three officers. 

 
Motion by Mr. Washburn, seconded by Mr. Wilson to approve the Interlocal 
Agreement between the City of Benbrook and the Fort Worth Independent 
School District for three (3) full-time School Resource Officers. 
 
Vote on the Motion: 

 
 Ayes: Ms. Franklin, Dr. Marshall, Mayor Dittrich, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Washburn, Mr. 

Sauma 
 
 Noes:  None 
 
 Motion carries unanimously 
 
VII. OTHER MATTERS OF BUSINESS 
 

1. Conduct 1st Public Hearing on 2016 Property Tax Rate 
 

Sherri Newhouse provided the following information on the 2016 Property Tax 
Rate: 
 
The Certified Appraisal Roll was received by Tarrant Appraisal District on July 
25, 2016.  Staff prepared the “Information on the 2016 Appraisal Roll” to obtain 
the appraised values; adjustments; exemptions and taxable value of property. 
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Required Calculations 
 

 Current Property Tax Rate is $0.657500 
 Proposed Property Tax Rate is $0.650000 
 Effective Tax Rate (ETR) is $0.658006 
 Roll Back Tax (RTR) is $0.754396 
 Estimated Net Taxable Value is $1,736.357,102 
 Increase from 2015 is approximately 7.48% 
 Net increase from 2015 is approximately 2.73% 
 New construction added $41,267,855 
 Each cent represents $173,636 

Impact of Over-65 Tax Ceiling 
 

 Benbrook Residential Accounts equal $8,487 
 Citizens with over-65 tax ceiling equals $2,408 
 Percent over-65 property accounts equals 29.37% 

 
Impact of Over-65 Ceiling – Taxable Value 
 

 Benbrook residential accounts $1,234,339,324 
 Citizens with over-65 tax ceiling $302,336,256 
 Percent over-65 property values 24.49% 

Average appraised value of home equals $167,332 
Average taxable value of home equals $151,936 
Average city property taxes equals $987.52 
 
Projected Re-Allocation of Property Tax Rate 
 

 Current General Fund Rate is $0.6325 and Debt Service Rate is $0.0250; 
total is $0.6575 

 Proposed General Fund Rate is $.6225 and Debt Service Rate is $0.0275; 
total $0.6500 

 Property Tax Rate decreases by $0.75 from current rate of $0.6575 to 
$0.6500 for 2016. 

Mayor Dittrich opened the public hearing on the 2016 property tax rate at 8:01 
p.m.  No one spoke to the item.  Mayor Dittrich closed the public hearing at 8:01 
p.m. 
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2. Conduct 1st Public Hearing on 2016-2017 Proposed Budget 

  
Sherri Newhouse presented the following information: 
 
Revenues 
 

General Fund   $17,502,365 
Debt Service Fund   $     481,898 
Operating Fund   $17,984.263 

 
Expenditures 
 

General Fund   $17,487,650 
Debt Service Fund   $     954,816 
Operating Fund   $18,442.466 

 
 Transfers and Special Projects 
 
  General Fund to Capital Asset Replacement  $200,000 
  General Fund to CPF Clear Fork Bridge Project $500,000 
  General Fund to Animal Shelter Fund   $500,000 
  General Fund to CPF Vista Way Sidewalks  $  80,000 
  Storm Water Utility Fund to Debt Service Fund  $458,203 
 
 Variance Between Expenditures and Revenues 
 
  General Fund   $ 14,715 
  Debt Service Fund   $(14,715) 
  Operating Funds   $    -0- 
 
 Projected Ending Fund Balances 
 
  General Fund   $9,103,128 
  Debt Service Fund   $     65,526 
  Operating Fund   $9,168,654 
 
 Current Ad Valorem Tax Rates (Per $100 valuation) 
 
  General Fund   $0.6325 
  Debt Service Fund   $0.0250 
  Operating Fund   $0.6575 
 
 Proposed Ad Valorem Tax Rates (Per $100 valuation) 
 
  General    $0.6225 
  Debt Service Fund   $0.0275 
  Operating Funds   $0.6500 
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 Effective and Rollback Tax Rates (Per $100 valuation) 
 
  Proposed Tax Rate   $0.650000 
  Effective Tax Rate   $0.658006 
  Rollback Tax Rate   $0.754396 
 
 Impact of Over-65 Tax Ceiling 
 
  Benbrook Residential Property Accounts   8,487 
  Over-65 Ceiling Property Accounts   2,408 
  Percentage Over-65 Ceiling Property Accounts  28.37 
 
 Impact of Over-65 Tax Ceiling – Taxable Value 
 
  Benbrook Residential Property Accounts   $1,234,339,324 
  Over-65 Ceiling Property Accounts   $   302,336,256 
  Percentage Over-65 Ceiling Property Accounts  24.49 
 
 Changes in Assessed Valuations 
 
  Certified Appraisal Value Increase   7.48% 
  Total Taxable Value Increase    2.73% 
  New Construction      $41,267,855 
  Property Tax Revenue generated by one cent  $173,636 
 
 Budget Highlights ( Base Budget) 
 

 Continuation of current services, programs and staffing levels 
 Three percent cost-of-living adjustment for full-time employees 
 Up to 10% increase in employee insurance costs 
 Decrease in TMRS Rate effective January 1, 2017 
 Replacement of five police patrol vehicles 
 Replacement of computers, peripherals and software as scheduled 
 Addition of one school crossing guard 

Budget Highlights (Decision Packages) 
 

 One full-time police officer position 
 Reclassification of Communications Specialist 
 Three full-time Firefighter/Paramedic positions 
 Elimination of three part-time ACFSU positions 
 Part-time clerical support for Fire Department 
 Part-time clerical support for Municipal Court 
 Year-Round part-time workers for Park Department 
 Replacement signal light control box for Public Works 
 New AED’s for Patrol Vehicles 
 Scheduling Software for Fire Department 
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 Fire Inspections Software for Fire Department 
 Enhanced and upgraded systems for City computers 
 Utility Vehicle for Park Department 
 Roof resealing of Police Department facility 
 Stand-alone air conditioning system for Server/Computer Room 
 Replacement of department-issued hand guns for Police Officers through 

the Narcotics Account 
 Purchase of Gas Masks for Police Patrol and SWAT through Grants 
 Replacement of Backhoe and Skid Steer Loader through Capital Asset 

Replacement Fund (transfer of old equipment to Park Department) 

Debt Service Fund 
 

 Transfer from Stormwater Utility for Drainage Bonds $458,203 

 Payment to TIF Certificates of Obligation from TIF 

 Use of Debt Service $14,715 in Reserves for 2016-2017 payments 

 Increase Debt Service Property Tax Rate to $0.027 from $0.0250 (offset 
by rate decrease in General Fund Property Tax Rate) 

The Finance Director presented the certified appraisal roll from the Tarrant 
Appraisal District to City Council on August 4, 2016.  City Council accepted the 
Certified Appraisal Roll; set the Anticipated Property Tax Collection Rate at 
100%’ and appointed the Finance Director to calculate and to publish the 
Effective Tax Rate (ETR) and the Rollback Tax Rate (RTR). 
 
The next public hearing on the 2016 Property Tax Rate and the Proposed 2016-
2017 Budget is scheduled for September 1, 2016. 
 
Mayor Dittrich opened the public hearing on the 2016-2017 proposed budget at 
8:15 p.m.  No one spoke to the item.  Mayor Dittrich closed the public hearing at 
8:15 p.m. 
 

VIII. INFORMAL CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
 Pat Dunkin inquired about the temporary carports that are appearing throughout the 

City and questioned in the Carport Ordinance addressed the issue.  Mr. Gattis 
stated the ordinance pertained to permanent carports but staff would look into the 
matter.  

  
IX. COUNCIL MEMBER AND STAFF COMMENTS 
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IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. followed by a worksession: 
 
 Emergency Item 
 An urgent public necessity to receive information from the Director of Tarrant 

County Health Department regarding possible aerial spraying for mosquitos due to 
concerns about the West Nile Virus currently affecting Tarrant County, Texas, 
including the City of Benbrook. 

 

        APPROVED: 
 
       ______________________ 
       Jerry B. Dittrich, Mayor  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________ 
Joanna King, City Secretary 



C i t y  o f  B e n b r o o k  
 

C I T Y  C O U N C I L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  
 
 

DATE: REFERENCE 
NUMBER: 

SUBJECT: 
Authorize Interlocal Agreement with City of Fort 
Worth for Household Hazardous Waste 
Program 

PAGE: 

09/01/2016 G-2260 1 of 1 

 

SUBMITTED BY: DISPOSITION BY COUNCIL: 
      APPROVED         OTHER (DESCRIBE) 

PROCESSED BY: 

  CITY SECRETARY 

  DATE: 

CITY MANAGER   

 

Benbrook is enjoying its 16th year in partnership with the Fort Worth Environmental Collection 
Center (ECC) to recycle hazardous chemicals. The Hazardous Waste program provides Benbrook 
residents the opportunity to properly dispose of chemicals such as paint, solvents, lawn and 
garden chemicals and automotive products. 
 
The twice-yearly collection events in Benbrook continue to attract large numbers of participants, 
averaging approximately 156 households per event. Residents taking items directly to the Fort 
Worth Environmental Collection Center average approximately 182 annually.  
 
Since beginning this partnership with Fort Worth, Benbrook residents have properly disposed of 
over 115,000 pounds of chemical waste, safely keeping these hazards out of the storm water 
system and landfills. 
 
Benbrook’s current agreement with Fort Worth expires at the end of September 2016. The 
proposed agreement is unchanged, with a rate of $47 per household. The new contract term 
begins October 1, 2016 and expires September 30, 2017.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that City Council approve the Interlocal Agreement with the City of Fort Worth 
Environmental Collection Center for FY 2016/2017 to continue participating in the  
Household Hazardous Waste Program.   
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SUBMITTED BY: DISPOSITION BY COUNCIL: 
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PROCESSED BY: 

  CITY SECRETARY 

  DATE: 

CITY MANAGER   

 

In November 2005, the City Council authorized the purchase of 913 Timberline Drive at a cost of 
$121,000.  The residential property was classified as a repetitive loss property by the National 
Flood Insurance Program, meaning that it had sustained two or more flood insurance claims of 
$1,000 or more.  The property also had a retaining wall that encroached illegally into the Dry 
Branch Creek bed.  In addition, the City’s drainage plan identified the need to enlarge the inlet at 
the front of the property to adequately drain water from the street.  Finally, this was one of only two 
houses that would not be removed from the 100-year floodplain by the Timber Creek Channel 
project. 
 
The house was demolished in March 2006 and improvements were made to the creek and the 
storm drain inlet, and the building pad was elevated above the new 100-year flood level.  The 
Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill (LOMR-F) officially removing the building site from the 100-
year floodplain on June 19, 2007. 
 
The City has attempted to sell the property through a sealed bid process in 2007, 2008, 2009 and 
2016.  No bids were received.  On August 18, 2006, the City received an unsolicited offer 
(attached) for $10,000 from Rick and Donn Teague of 917 Timberline Drive.  The Teague’s 
propose to replat the two lots into one lot and construct a detached garage of similar material as 
their home.  The Teague’s have met with Staff and understand that the garage has to be 
constructed to current building codes and floodplain regulations. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that City Council adopt the attached ordinance approving the sale of 913 
Timberline Drive (Lot 22, Block 16, Timber Creek Addition) to Rick and Donn Teague for $10,000 
and that the City retain the mineral rights. 
 
 



   

ORDINANCE NO. 1399 
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR CITY MANAGER OF 
THE CITY OF BENBROOK, TEXAS, TO EXECUTE A SPECIAL 
WARRANTY DEED SELLING THE PUBLIC INTEREST IN 913 
TIMBERLINE DRIVE (LOT 22, BLOCK 16, TIMBER CREEK ADDITION);  
PROVIDING FOR ENGROSSMENT AND ENROLLMENT AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Benbrook is a home rule city acting under its charter 
adopted by the electorate pursuant to Article XI, Section 5 of the Texas Constitution and 
Chapter 9 of the Local Government Code; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Benbrook, Texas, after due and 

careful consideration, has determined to sell the city-owned property located at 913 
Timberline Drive (Lot 22, Block 16, Timber Creek Addition) (the "Land"); and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 253.001 of the Texas Local Government Code provides that 

to effect the sale of land, the City Council shall adopt an ordinance directing the Mayor 
or City Manager to execute the conveyance. 

 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BENBROOK, TEXAS: 

 
SECTION 1 

 
The Mayor or City Manager of the City of Benbrook, Texas, is hereby authorized 

and empowered to execute a special warranty deed and any related documents selling 
the ownership of the Land, on behalf of the City of Benbrook, Texas. 

 
SECTION 2 

 
A copy of said special warranty deed shall be presented for filing with the County 

Clerk of Tarrant County, Texas by the office of the City Secretary. 

 

SECTION 3 
 

The City Secretary of the City of Benbrook is hereby directed to engross and 
enroll this Ordinance by copying the caption and effective date clause of this 
Ordinance in the minutes of the City Council and by filing the Ordinance in the 
Ordinance records of the City. 

 
 
 
 

 



   

SECTION 4 
 

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage and 
publication as provided by law, and it is so ordained. 

 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED the 1st day of September, 2016. 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       Jerry B. Dittrich, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 

 _______________________ 
 Joanna King, City Secretary
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For a number of years, the City of Benbrook contracted with the Municipal Services Bureau (MSB) 
for the collection of outstanding ambulance accounts and Municipal Court Class “C” Misdemeanor 
warrants.  Recently, MSB changed its service provision and fee structure and the City terminated 
the warrant collection services contact and entered into a contract with another company.  That 
company does not provide collection services for outstanding ambulance accounts. 
 
Although the contract for ambulance billing was not terminated at that time, MSB has failed to 
provide responsive collection services.  As a result, the City stopped sending information to MSB 
and has now terminated their service contract. 
 
AMBULANCE BILLING ACTIVITY  
 
Following EMS transport, a patient is billed for ambulance charges.  If insurance provider 
information is available, a claim is submitted to that provider.  Payment on accounts are due 90-
days from the initial billing. 
 
Currently, without a method to collect outstanding accounts, the past due accounts stay dormant.  
By utilizing the services of an outside agency, the City receives an increase in revenue collection 
and clears outstanding accounts. 
 
COLLECTION AGENCY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
EMS billing personnel requested quotes and information from other collection agencies.  
Receivable Recovery Services provided the only quote.  Services include: 
 

 Collection fee of 25%, per account collected. 
 Client Web Access to track case status immediately. 
 Provides mailing of notification including: printing, materials, postage, and skip-tracing 

services. 
 30-day termination. 
 Employees Bi-Lingual Staff. 
 HIPPA compliant. 

 
Acadian Ambulance Service (Texas), Amed Ambulance Service (Louisiana), and Hansford County 
Hospital District (Texas) currently contract with Receivable Recovery Services.  Staff contacted 
these agencies and received a good recommendation for services provided. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that City Council approve a contract with Receivable Recovery Services for the 
collection of outstanding ambulance billing accounts. 
 
 
 
  






















